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THE EVOLUTION OF SOCIAL SPACE IN THE SURROUNDING AREAS OF
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Abstract: Based on the general overview of the existing research, the paper takes the social space around the
Great Relics as the research object, and summarizes the basic regularity of the peripheral development of
some Great Relics that have been carried out protective utilization in Xi'an. From ternary dialectical frame-
work of spatial production, the paper takes three capital circulation as the logic line to explore the relation-
ship between the protective utilization of the Great Relics and the social changes in the surrounding areas of
the Great Relics. There are four major conclusions in the study. Firstly, the study finds that space production
theory, because of its two-way mutual benefit of social and spatial analysis, has realized the spiritual, materi-
al and social unification of the surrounding areas of the Great Relics. Secondly, the protective utilization af-
fects the inherent social space structure in periphery of the Great Relics with its direct motivation which is
the material space gradually construction driven by the space capitalization. Thirdly, the social production re-
lations of residents around the Great Relics continue to evolve under the drive of spatial function succession
and social production mode change. At last, under the multiple contradictions of cultural relics protection
system and land use system, protective utilization will further create the complexity of the social space sur-
rounding the Great Relics.
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